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TABLE 2   Percentage of Inmates Living with Family Prior to Arrest by Marital Status at Time of Admission and Race for Inmates of State Correctional Facilities, 1974
	White		Black	
Marital Status	N"	Percent	N"	Percent
Married	29,272	74	21,719	70
Divorced, separated, or				
widowed	20,745	41	11,664	40
Never married	32,549	51	41,954	64
"Includes only those inmates who were employed prior to arrest or any time after December 1968.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Justice (1976).
these inmates are or have been related. Approximately two fifths of the white inmates and three fifths of the black inmates had never been married at the time of admission; for these inmates the family orientation, in which the inmate would be a son or daughter (rather than spouse or head), is likely to be the more salient. Marital status alone is a rather crude indicator of one's familial connections and living arrangements. Therefore in Table 2 we show data on the proportions of inmates who were living with their families at the time of arrest by race and marital status at admission for inmates who were employed prior to their arrest (or at any time after December 1968).
There are two points of interest in these data. First, between 25 percent and 30 percent of married inmates were not living with their families at the time of arrest, which suggests that perhaps some families were already experiencing separation from the inmate even prior to his or her incarceration. Second, half of the never-married white inmates and fully 64 percent of the never-married black inmates were living with their families prior to their arrest. This not only suggests that single inmates are not so isolated from familial relationships as is customarily assumed, but it also points to the substantial numbers of families that are touched directly by the arrest of a son or daughter.
We should point out that the NCJISS data available to us were in an aggregated and tabular format. This presents some problems in their use. For example, both age and sex are of great salience in interpreting data on marital and family status; it is most unfortunate that no information on these characteristics was available in the tabular presentations of the data. As another example, actual time served in prison is relevant to an under-plinarians. Among the treatment group, li reported having been unemployed for a year or more, as did 16 j those in the control group.ems.
